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 Current Events 
   
December 1-15, 2009 
Visit the Davenport House Museum Shop and 
receive a 20% discount on purchases by all 
Historic Savannah Foundation members. 
   
December 5-6, 2009 
Holiday Bazaar at Kennedy Pharmacy 
Saturday: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
  
Volunteers and Friends of the Davenport 
House are invited to the special Holiday 

Bazaar Preview December 4th from 5:00 - 
7:00 PM   
  
December 10, 2009 
"Permiting 101" 
Savannah Civic Center 11:30 to 1:00 PM 
  
December 26-30, 2009 
Holiday Evening Tours By Candlelight 
6:00 - 8:30 PM 
  
February 2010- Friday and Saturday 
Evenings at the Davenport House 
"Potable Gold": Savannah's Madeira Tradition 
  
February 27, 2010uary 27, 2009  
4th Annual Seacrest Race for Preservation 
10K/ 5K  
   
March 2010- Thursdays at the Davenport 
House 
Tea at Mrs. Davenport's 
   
March 25-28, 2010 
75th Annual Tour of Homes and Gardens 
   
April 2010- Tuesdays, Fridays, & 
Saturdays 
Early Bird Wlaking Tour led by Davenport 
House Director 
   
April 23-24, 2010 
10th Annual Savannah Garden Exposition 
Please Join us for a Preview Party and Silent 
Auction on Thursday the 22nd! 

    
Contact HSF Staff 

   
   President & CEO 
   Daniel G. Carey 
   dcarey@historicsavannahfoundation.org  
   
   Development Director 
   Andrea Dove 
    adove@historicsavannahfoundation.org 
  
   Comptroller 
   Paula Cummins 
   pcummins@historicsavannahfoundation.org 
   
   MASHH Field Representative 
   National Trust Partner 
   Jessica Pedigo 
   jpedigo@historicsavannahfoundation.org 
    
   Preservation Assistant 
   Stephanie Jordan 
    sjordan@historicsavannahfoundation.org 
   
   Administrator 
   Lula Williams 
   lula@historicsavannahfoundation.org 
  
   
 
 

                                                             
  
November 12, 2009 
  
  
The Honorable Otis Johnson and 
Aldermen of the City of Savannah 
P.O. Box 1027 
Savannah, GA  31402 
  
REF:    Proposed Revisions to the Historic District Ordinance 
  
Dear Mayor Johnson and Aldermen: 
  
On behalf of Historic Savannah Foundation, I am pleased to write this letter of support for the proposed revisions 
to the Historic District Ordinance.  Historic Savannah Foundation is in favor of passing the revisions, and we 
encourage you to move forward with the document as presented.  
  
What sits before you today is the result of a comprehensive and thorough process that involved many hours of 
discussion, debate and, ultimately, compromise.  Stakeholders and interested parties pushed certain points and 
made other concessions.  The fact that so many people stayed the course and constructively participated for 
nearly two years is testament to the importance of the Landmark District to the citizens of Savannah.  In 
particular, Historic Savannah Foundation appreciates the deference we were afforded during the process and 
we, in turn, applaud the efforts of the City and MPC staff members involved.  
  
It will be important, as the revisions move forward and are implemented, for the City and MPC to commit to 
educating and training their staffs and members of the Historic District Board of Review so the new ordinance 
can be properly interpreted and applied.  A good ordinance is of little value if it is not wisely used and 
consistently applied.  On-going training and close supervision by the City Attorneyôs office will help ensure that 
the new ordinance yields sound decisions.  To the extent that Historic Savannah Foundation can be of 
assistance to the City and MPC in the training process, we would be pleased to do so.  
  
We look forward to on-going dialogue and periodic ócheck-insô with respect to the new Historic District 
Ordinance.  The document may never be perfect or meet everyoneôs standards, but that should not deter us from 
striving to make it the best it can be.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter before you today. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
Daniel G. Carey 
President & CEO 
  

 The Mayor and Aldermen unanimously approved the proposed revisions to the 
Historic District Ordinance at the December 3, 2009 City Council meeting!  

 

2009 Annual Meeting & Preservation Awards 

   
HSF celebrated its 54

th
 annual meeting on Thursday, October 29

th
 with an overflow crowd of nearly 200 at the Inn 

at Ellis Square.  Again this year, the event was made possible by the Edward F. Downing Fund. In addition to 
electing new officers and trustees, a dozen awards were presented to projects exhibiting the best of rehabilitation, 
stewardship, sensitive infill and volunteerism. 
  
HSFôs outgoing and incoming leadership addressed the group.  W. John 
Mitchell, immediate past chair, acknowledged W.W. Law as his mentor and 
inspiration for getting involved with Historic Savannah Foundation.  John 
Mitchell was HSFôs first African-American chair, and he brought greater 
sensitivity to building a better relationship with the City of Savannah and 
established the new Community Outreach Committee to focus on improving 
HSFôs public image.  John remains active with several committees, including 
the Revolving Fund.   
   

Mr. J.T. Turner Jr., President of J.T. Turner 
Construction, Co. also made remarks as HSFôs incoming chair.  Jim Turner 
outlined his interest in preservationðdating back to his days growing up in 
Thomasvilleðand his appreciation for the tutelage and counsel of local 
preservation leaders like Helen Downing and Zelda Tenenbaum.  Jim 
recognized the staff of HSF, and said he looks forward to his two-year tenure 
and achieving the goals established by the HSF board in a retreat held last 
summer.  Daniel Carey, President & CEO, reported on the past year that 
included HSFôs work on the revisions to the historic district ordinance, MASHH, 
Revolving Fund activity, Davenport House programming, special events and the 

importance of being an active member of HSF. 
  
HSF also recognized and honored outgoing trustees for their years of service: Susie Clinard, Elizabeth DuBose, 
Hugh Golson, Lise Sundrla and Franklin Williams.  HSFôs newly-elected trustees include:  Jamie Chisolm, Pam 
Clinard, Brian Felder and Julie Wade.  Re-elected for a second term as trustees: Jeff Eley, Anne Roise and Ebony 
Simpson.  
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